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CONPIDENTIAL CAIRO 14230 

SECSTATE ALSO FOR AID 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: OCLR OVIP EG 

SUBJ: POSSIBLE VISIT BY PRESIDENT SADAT TO USNS HARKNESS 

1. THIS MESSAGE IS TO ALERT ADDRESSEES TO LIKELIHOOD THAT 
PRESIDENT SADAT MAY BOARD USNS HARKNESS DURING HIS VISIT 
TO PORT SAID JUNE 5 POR CELEBRATION OP ANNIVERSARY OP 
REOPENING OP SUEZ CANAL IN 1975. ALTER SUGGESTION PROM 
HARKNESS, CHARGE RAISED THIS IDEA IN VERY LOW-KEY MANNER 
WITH VICE PRESIDENT MUBARAK MAY 31. DURING MEETING JUNE 3 
MINWAR GENERAL GAMASY TOLD CHARGE AND DATT HE ALMOST 
CERTAIN SADAT WOULD VISIT HARKNESS AND SAID HE WOULD 
CONPIRM THIS TO CHARGE AS SOON AS HE HAD SPOKEN TO 
PRESIDENT. GAMASY EXPLAINED THAT ACCOMPANIED BY EGYPTIAN 
CNO ADMIRAL RIPAAT, PRESIDENT SADAT DRESSED IN HIS NAVAL 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 
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UNIPORM WOULD TOUR PORT SAID NAVAL YARD AND INSPECT 
EGYPTIAN DESTROYER THERE. GAMASY THOUGHT IT WOULD BE MOST 
APPROPRIATE POR SADAT TO VISIT HARKNESS ON THIS OCCASION 
SINCE US NAVY HAD CLEARED CANAL ANE PERMITTED ITS REOPENTING 
AND SINCE HARKNESS WAS CONDUCTING HYDROGRAPHIC SURVEY WITH 
AID FINANCING AS SADAT HAD ARRANGED WITH PRESIDENT CARTER. 

GAMASY BELIEVED SUCH A VISIT WOULD EMPHASIZE CLOSE AND 
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GROWING RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN U.S. AND EGYPT AND COOPERATION 
BETWEEN OUR TWO NAVIES. 

2. AMCONSUL PORT SAID, NAVATT AND ICA PRESS OFFICER ARE 
STANDING BY TO PROCEED TO PORT SAID TO HELP COVER VISIT IF 
IT TAKES PLACE. WILL ADVISE ADDRESSEES AS SOON AS 
EMBASSY RECEIVES CONEIRMATION THAT SADAT WILL VISIT HARKNESS. 

MATTHEWS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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